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Reading Curriculum Policy 

At Bowness Primary School we foster a lifelong love of reading that forms the foundation of 

all of their other learning. We strive to instil in all pupils a love of literature that continues 

throughout their lives. We believe every child can learn to read with the right teaching and 

support, regardless of their background.  

Aims and Vision  

Every Child a Reader 

At Bowness, our English Curriculum is designed around using high-quality texts which are 

linked to unit themes. We believe that all children are entitled to a broad and balanced 

English curriculum, which is delivered in a way which recognises the varied needs of our 

children and allows each individual to maximise their learning potential. We aim to give our 

pupils the skills to be fluent and confident readers, preparing them for the application of 

English skills across the whole curriculum and life beyond primary education.  

A Curriculum where Reading is a Priority  

Reading is the highest priority at our school. It enables pupils to access the full curriculum. 

We use a phonics programme that has proven effectiveness and it is followed with rigor and 

fidelity. All staff are fully trained in the teaching of the programme so that we have a team 

of expert teachers. Pupils only read decodable books that match to the programme. Books 

are progressive and pupils read these books until they can decode and read confidently. A 

dedicated phonics leader has time to ensure that phonics teaching is of high quality and 

consistent. The staff have expectations that are positive and high for all pupils regardless of 

their background. There is confidence in school that teaching the programme will ensure 

success. Information is shared with parents to ensure they know how to support their child 

in reading. Every effort is made to help parents and carers understand and support with the 

phonics programme. Excellent teaching of reading throughout school ensures high 

attainment whilst nurturing a love of reading.  

Teaching of Early Reading within the Early Years Curriculum 

Our pupils begin to learn to read and write as they enter the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

In Nursery, children have abundant opportunities to engage with books, poems, and rhymes 

which are supported with props and role play experiences. Nursery children are exposed to 

activities linked to sounds both environmentally and musically. In order to lay foundations 

for early reading and writing, our youngest pupils engage in physical and practical sessions 

to support phonological awareness, oral blending and segmenting. Beginning in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage our children are exposed to the Bug Club Phonics Programme which 

continues through into Key Stage One.  

In Reception, the alphabetic code is emphasised so that pupils rapidly learn sounds and the 

letter, or group of letters, they need to represent them. Simple mnemonics help the 



children to grasp this quickly so they are able to progress onto blending the sounds they 

know into words. Pupils have frequent practice of reading high frequency words with 

irregular spellings (common exception words). 

Early Reading at Home  

At Bowness Primary School, reading at home is a way to consolidate what has been taught 
in school, it is not about teaching your child how to read. As soon as children are ready for print 

they can take home an appropriately banded book linked to their phonics assessment. Pupils are 
given texts that are 90% decodable that apply the sounds they have already been taught. In 
Reception and Year 1 each child is allocated three different books: 

1. A fully decodable text that applies their sound of the week (with a sticker that says 'I can 
read this to you') 

2. A decodable text to share with an adult. This is a text that is to be adult-led (this book will 
have a sticker 'Share this book with me') 

3. A reading for pleasure book. This will be a book that your child has chosen from the 
library, it will not be phonetically based, but is there to encourage a love of reading and to 
widen their breadth of reading.  

Whole Class Reading 

Whole class reading happens a minimum of three times per week for 45 minutes and is 

delivered across Y2-Y6. Once pupils have mastered word reading, the development of 

comprehension skills becomes the principal focus.  In Key Stage 1, this initially centres on 

the basic retrieval of key information in texts, before moving onto developing the ability to 

read between the lines and draw simple inferences and conclusions from texts. In Key Stage 

2, these central comprehension skills of retrieval and inference are then developed further 

through with the use of a broader range of more complex and sophisticated 

texts.  Additional comprehension skills such as comparing, summarising, and predicting are 

also developed.  

As a school we have worked collaboratively with an English consultant to ensure our 

children are exposed to a wide range of high quality texts to nurture a love of reading. These 

texts will provide children the opportunity to explore beyond the populist authors of the 

current day and broaden their literary horizons. All texts have been purposefully selected to 

provide a high challenge for all our children in order to stimulate aspirations and their own 

reading journey.  

Fluency  

Reading aloud is a fundamental reading skill. During reading lessons, prosody will be 

explicitly modelled to highlight good timing, phrasing, emphasis, and intonation when 

reading. Opportunities are provided for pupils to practice and apply fluency, this allows 

pupils to understand reading behaviours, skills and strategies to become effective readers. 

Research shows strong links between oral reading prosody and general reading 

achievement. 



Assessment of Reading  

In EYFS and KS1, assessment of children’s phonic knowledge will be completed half-termly 

and additional strategies or interventions will be put in place where necessary. Staff will also 

children’s knowledge of key words and be recorded throughout the year to track individual 

progress through observations and testing.  

Across all phases, ongoing formative assessments against National Curriculum year group 

and content domain statements are made within daily reading sessions this informs future 

planning and targets.  

Within Key Stage 1 and Keys Stage 2, children will complete formal age related testing to 

assess their ongoing ability to use and apply their reading skills. This data is used to support 

attainment judgements in line with age related expectations.  

EYFS reading is assessed using the EYFS areas of learning and early learning goals.  

Reading Scheme 

When pupils begin school in Reception, every child will take home a picture book to share 

with an adult. The aim of this is to develop a love of reading, their listening skills, how to 

handle a book and to get into a routine of reading every day. As soon as the children are 

able to confidently blend letters and sounds, they move from the picture book to the 

reading scheme.  When children achieve their phonics screening and reach year 2, these 

readers move away from phonics but still progress in difficulty in relation to vocabulary and 

content. Children will be assessed regularly with phonics to ensure reading books match 

appropriate challenge. In addition to reading scheme books, all children will be able to 

choose a separate reading book for pleasure from the library.   

As the children progress, we aim to build on the reading experiences already acquired.  The 

aim is to develop independence, fluency and self-reliance.  A greater variety of texts are 

made available to allow for more depth, choice and enjoyment.   

  

More varied texts are available to support the widening interest shown as children 
progress; magazines, multicultural texts, plays, nonfiction, poetry, dictionaries, thesaurus 

etc.  The library is timetabled to allow for extension skills such as skimming, scanning, 

reference and research.   

Reading at Home  

At Bowness Primary we value the contribution that parents and carers make to their 
children’s education. Reading is a key area where home and school can work collaboratively 
to improve children’s skills. Reading diaries are given to children at the start of each year 
and are used to record all reading, in school and at home. These are mutually informative in 
terms of communicating reading activities and ongoing progress towards identified targets.  
 
 

 
 



Read to Succeed Reward Scheme 
 
To encourage reading at home, we have set up a Reading to Succeed tracker. The scheme is 
very simple. All children have to do is read at home and have their Home School Diary 
signed by an adult. 

For younger children we ask the children to read their school reading book. We recognise 
the importance of all reading experiences, like bedtime stories, but for the purposes of our 
scheme we only reward when children read their school reading book. We expect this 

reading will take place with an adult as the children will still need lots of support. 
 

As the children become more independent readers and move off our colour banded books 
onto free readers we realise that they will read a much more varied range of books and 

sometimes read on their own. If children are reading on their own we ask that parents ask 
them a few questions about what they have read before they sign the diary to ensure they 

have carefully read and fully understood the text. However we would still recommend that 
parents regularly listen to their child read aloud to develop fluency, expression and 
awareness of audience. The whole point of the scheme is to improve reading standards and 
this will only happen if children are having quality reading opportunities.  

Once a week the class teacher will check the diary to see how many times it has been signed 

and stamp the diary each time they see home reading (only one stamp will be given for each 
day even if the book has been read more than once). For each stamp the children will 

receive a reading dojo. When they have enough stamps the children will earn their first 
reward. They can then start working towards their next reward. When they have achieved 

the levels recorded below they will receive the identified reward:  

40 dojo's- Bronze certificate and badge 
70 dojo's- Silver certificates and badge 
100 dojo's- Gold certificates and badge 
150 dojo's- Platinum certificates, badge and book  
 

With the start of each new academic year the scheme will begin again with a new set of 

rewards. 

Reading for Pleasure  

  

We aim to promote the concept of reading for pleasure and we ensure that we include a 
range of ‘real books’ within the Curriculum for Reading, Writing and cross curricular as well 

as the opportunity for sustained reading from a range of other self-chosen fiction and non-
fiction texts from our school library.  We believe that all staff should be ‘reading role 

models’ for pupils, encouraging them to read widely through recommendations from their 

own reading.    

  

We have a range of approaches to support children’s development of a love of literature 

which include:  

• different themed events throughout the year such as World Book Day  



• author visits  

• sharing book recommendations in classes  

• stories, books and poems shared in school assemblies  

• class library visits each week  

• inspiring class reading displays and reading corners  

• class readers being read every day 

• visits to local library  

• Read to Succeed reward scheme 

• Mystery reader  

• Reading Scrapbooks 

• Bedtime Book Bags  

 

 


