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Curriculum statement for the teaching and learning of Music

‘Without music, life would be a mistake.’

Friedrich Nietzsche

Curriculum Intent

At Bowness, we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage all children to
participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up their love
of music, self-confidence and sense of achievement. Our teaching focuses on developing
the children’s ability to sing in tune with and other people, play tuned and untuned musical
instruments with increasing control, fluency and expression and listen critically to a wide
range of music from different periods, genres, styles and traditions. As children progress
through the school they will increasingly understand and explore how music is created,
produced and communicated through the interrelated dimensions of music: pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and musical notation. By Key Stage 2 children
will begin to improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated
dimensions of music.

At Bowness Primary School, in conjunction with the aims of the National Curriculum, our
Music key concepts and ideas are:

1. Children will develop self-confidence and a sense of achievement through performing
and developing their talent as musicians. (Aspirations)

2. Children will learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their
own and with others and will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument.
(Aspiration)

3. Children will gain a broad understanding of the history of inspirational musicians,
music and musical instruments. They will learn about the evolution of instruments,
compositions, musical styles and famous/iconic composers. (Aspirations)

4. Children will have a greater knowledge of the potential career opportunities available
to them, broaden their horizons and gain an understanding that jobs and careers are
not bound by social mobility or gender stereotypes. (Aspirations, Future Readiness)

5. Children will understand how music can support the development of life skills, such
as confidence, self-awareness, perseverance and discipline and provide a holistic
experience that they can take beyond their musical studies. (Future Readiness)

*Links to Core Values



Underpinned by Core Values

Communication Physical & Global Aspirations Future
& Language Mental Health Citizenship Readiness

At Bowness, singing culture is established and nurtured within our school. Children and
adults in the school are encouraged to sing whenever appropriate to aid well -being and
health as well as musical outcomes. Children will be taught to sing a wide ranging variety
of songs and to use their voices expressively. They should have the opportunity to play
both tuned and un-tuned instruments with increasing control and should rehearse and
perform with others, with an awareness of audience.

Curriculum Implementation

The music curriculum ensures children sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is
embedded in practical classroom activities as well as singing assemblies, various
performances, the learning of instruments and the school choir. By employing a specialist
music teacher, to teach music to pupils we provide a high-quality music education which
engages and inspires pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians.

Teachers create a positive attitude to language learning within their classrooms and
reinforce an expectation that all children can achieve high standards in Music. Teaching is
set out thus:

¢ Children at Bowness participate in a weekly music lesson.

e At Bowess, planning is used by teachers to drive children’s development within
music. Every year group will build upon the learning from prior year groups therefore
developing depth of understanding and progression of skills.

* Lessons provide opportunities for children to develop practical skills and progress by
listening and appraising, singing, playing, composing, and performing.

¢ We promote an enjoyment and foster interest of music through regular singing
practice, musical workshops, and other extra- curricular opportunities such as the
school choir.

* Pupils experiencing difficulties will be given extra encouragement by working in a
small groups with the teacher/ support staff or with a more musically able child.

e Pupils are given the opportunity to listen to a range of music through various in and
out of school opportunities

* Performances take place within various school activities and are integral to the
school ethos.

* The Head of School leads regular whole school assemblies which include song
learning and music appreciation.

¢ Instrumental groups will be encouraged to perform in Assembly whenever
performances are ready to be heard.

* Music skills and skills progression are monitored, as is the delivery of music.



* Music is evidenced on SEESAW for each year group.

Curriculum Impact

The impact of this Music curriculum will lead to outstanding progress over time across key
stages relative to a child’s individual starting point and their progression of skills. Those
children with a particular interest or aptitude in music will be given the opportunity to
extend their education in a variety of ways, for example, choir, instrumental performances
in assembly. Children will therefore be expected to leave Bowness reaching at least age
expected expectations for Music. Our Music curriculum will hopefully foster a love and
increasing enthusiasm for the subject amongst our children, and a potential for life- long
musical study.

The main reasons for teaching music this way is that by the end of KS2 pupils are able to:
e Sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.
e Develop an understanding of musical composition.
e Use and understand musical notations.



